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A True Repreſentation of Presbyterian Government, 


logy to be made for them, ſhould be for. a Lamentation : For it 
proceedeth either from the [gnorance or Perverſeneſs of Men. The 
Principles, and way of Presbyterians, have undergone the common 


; ] - any of the Truths or Ordinances of God ſhould: need an Apo-- 


\ Fate of other of the parts of that Religion that Chriſt hath taught : It is the 


Set every where ſpoken againſtz and there bath been na,ſmall ſtir about _ 


| that way ; And this hath proceeded, partly from the enmity againſt that” 


curb of mens Luſts, and enormities that 1s in ungodly men: And partly, 


! from want of knowledge of that way, which even they may be under, whoſe 
{Studies and Thoughts are imployed about things of another nature, and not 


about theſe matters , though they be otherwiſe knowing and thinking Men : 
Or from prejudice that their Intereſt may fill them with, to the hiding of 
Truth in this, from their eyes 3 wherefore we think it our Duty to endeavour 
the vindication of this our Profeſſion, { with as much brevity and clearnefs as 
we can attain ) by Firs giving a plain account of what we hold. 24dly, 
Taking off the moſt material Objections, and theſe that are moſt common, 
or reproaches that are uſed againſt us; for we have to do nat only with men 
otherwiſe Sober and Judicious, who differ from us : But with many whoſe 


' Temper, Practices, and Deſigns, are not ſuch as becometh the Goſpel, We 


defire as to approve our ſelves to our-blefled Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt ; 
ſo to fatisfie the Minds of all Inquirers after Truth, but eſpecially to ſtand 
right in the- Opinion of His Vajelty, our gracious Soveraign, of his Grace 


| the King's High Commiſſioner, and of the Noble and Honourable Eſtates of 


Parliament, who we hope, as Nurſing Fathers to the Church,will owne us in 
thoſe ways that the Lord owneth us in. | 
- Our Principles we lay. do wnin a tew Propoſitions, Firſ?, We owne Chriſt: 
the Mediator, as the only Read over, and Lawgiver to his Church; and we 
diſown any viſible governing Head over the Church, however pretending to 
att in $ubordination to him : becauſe we know none that he hath givenſuch 
Commaitltion tog. : 
2dly, Chriſt as Head of the Church , hath given forth Laws, whereby the 
Atfairs of his Houſe ſhould be mannaged 2 and hath not left any Nomothetick 
Power in the Church to make Laws tor her (elf { her work being to declare 
and execute the Laws of Chriſt ) and the Laws of the Magiſtrar are not to ap- 
point new Ordinances, or Officers in the Church z though he ovgit to give. 
his civil Sanction to what Chriſt hack appointed, and may make Laws about 
theſe things that are external to the Church, that is, which arecommon to her 
with other Societies, 
3dly, Chriſt hath appointed Officers in his Houſe, and Declared how they 
A 2- "2 ſhould - 


% 


ſhould be qualified,and what ſhould be their work : -as in the begirining of tl 
Goſpel,he was pleated ta appoint ſeyeralextraordinary and temporary Office, 
that were itnmediatly called,and extraordinarily Gifted by himſelf, as Apo 3 ; 
Prophets and Evangeliſt ry$8C- The Apoſtles by Divive dereCtions did immegig. 
ly chooſe ſome by themſelves for itinerant work (cither from amongſt the org, ! 
nary,or extraordinary Officers of. the Church to exerciſe bic &* nunc, thei @, 
traordinary Pawery (which Officers we commonly call Zwangeliſts) ſo wede! 
not-find that heappointed.any ordinary and perpetual Officers, except Eldey, 
(called alſa Biſhpps) -and Deacons, Phil,1.1, Of theſe Elders ſome were toRyj. 
the Church, 8 alſo to Teach ber, Heb.13.7,17.Others only to Rule, 1Tim.y,,, 
which alſo was the praQice of the firſt Antiquity,and its deſuetude complaine, 
of by Ambroſe;;in the end ot the fourth Century : and there are few of the þ, 
thers in the firſt three Centuries,but they mention, Seriores Beuleſre,that repye. | 
ſented thePeople in the Government of the Church with the. Miniſters, . | 

4ly. : How the Officers of God's Houſe ſhquld be qualified, is at length | 
down, t Tim 3. 24::under the Name of Biſhops (which was the Name of | | 
Church Rulers.) and Deacons, Tze. 2.6. . 

5ly, . Their:work is fully ſet down, both negativ 


ely, that they ſhouldna 
be intangled with worldly Afﬀairs, a Tim,2, where having mentioned Ording 
tion of Miniſters verſ a, he requireth them, verſ. 3, and 4+; as Souldiers to: | 
dure hardnefs, and to be abſtraſted from worldly Bufinels, which is to be ws .- 
derſtood, asmuch their neceflitydoth permit. Alſo poſitively it is told us in gene: 
ral, that they are direRcd in this x Tim, 3.14, 15. 2nd particular Diredi | 
onsare.given about Preaching, and that in all the parts ofit, 2 Ti*s, 41,4. : 
Cenſures. 1 Cor. 5.4, 5. 2 Theſ. 3.14. Ocdinatioa, 2 Ti 2+ 2, 1 Tim... 
22.- pon my 
6ly. In all theſe, Miniſters and Elders haveno Lordly Authority over the | 
People, but muſt a& as Chriſt's Servants, and theirs, ( in order to their $al- 
vation )) 1 Pet. 5.3. 2Cor. 4. 5, yet. they have real and proper ( though | 
Miniſterial ) Authority. under Chriſt. nl 
 7l3.1t is not only of Divine Authority natural, that there be a Government | 
the Church, ( Anarchy and Contuſion in any Society being contrary to: tle | 
DiRates ofnatural reaſon ) but the Lord Jeſus hath pontively revealed his wil: 
in.this : He having expreſly committed the Keyes.of the Kingdom of Hew- 
ven to his Servants, and that for binding agd looſing , retaining and remitting 
of .Sins 3 The Authorotative infligting of Eenſures, whereby the man is de- | 
clared to be free from guilt, and that hls Sin 1s pardoned fo far as Men cat | 
difcern.. .. 
83. What ſhould bethe Species of this Government is not left indifferent | 
to. Men: (whether the Magiſtrat or the Church } to chuſe, but isdeterm!; | 
ned by Chriſt, and revealed in the New TeiZament g In that he hath appointed | 
- what Officers ſhould þe in his Houſe, how they ſhould be Choſen and os 
| | thorized 
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thorized, viz; by Eletion and Ordination : what ſhould be their Qualifica- 
tions and Work: How they ſhould mannage their work,and rule the Church 
in common - That the Apoſtles committed the Ordination of Miniftersto the 
Presbyjtry, 1 Tim. 4. 14- and the Cenſures of the Church tq a Community, 
xCor, 5.2 Cor. 2. And not to one perſon, even in their own time, is an une 
anſwerable argument for this 3 their Example being declarative of the mind 
ofGod , where no peculiar reaſon appeareth for 'their Aion. 


gly. This Government the Lord hath not committed to Magiſtrats " as 


have no power to Ordain, or Deprive Minilters, or Elders 3 nor to Excome 
municate, .0r to relax from that Sentence. Nor to Adwiniſter, er mannage. 
any part of that Work that is peculiar tothe Church, as 1t 1s a Religious So- 
cietyz nor to appoint how the Church ſhould be governed : Eut he hath com- 


mitted it to the Church Guides, Miniſters and” Ruling Elders; for to them 


are all the DireQions about it given in the Word, not to the Magiſtrats ; they 
are to givean account of it, Heb. 13.17. They did manage it for diverſe hun« 
dreds of years, when there was no Magiſtrat that did owne , or coyntenance 
Chriſtianity : And there is no hint in Scripture, nor Principle of reaſon that 
can evince, that this Power ſhould devolve into the hands of the Magilſtrat, 
when he ſhould become Chriſtians neither are any DireRions given tothe Ma» 
oiſtrat how he ſhould adminiſter any of the Ordinances of Chriſt. 

 Ioly, Yet weowne the Civil Magiſtrat as Nurſing Father of the Church and 
Cuſtos utrinſque tabule legis, Upon which accoynt he is not only to provide 


-« Bi6TIxa-.- for the Church, and to procure her Peace and UYaity by all good 


means, (as, reprefing of Herefic,Schiſm,and other Diſorders, wherein heis to 
uſe a judgment of Diſcretion, and not blindly to execute the Sentence of the 
Church) but alſo may require all the Officers and Members of the Church 40 
do what is their Duty - And that he may ( when the Caſe requireth,) convocat 
Synods,and Indid times. of Fiſting and Thankſgiving : Though for theſe we 
aſſert an intrinfick Power ui the Church, to which that of the Magiſtrat is not 


privative, but cumulative: For we maintain a twofold Kingdom of Chriſt, one, 


as God over all-men,in which the Magiſtrat is his Vicegerent ; another, as Me- 
diator over the-Church as ſuch, in which he-hath-Deputed no Magiſtratical, 
but only Miniſterial Power z We hold alſo, that the Perfons and Adtions of 


Churchemen are ſubje& to the Civil Magiſtrat, and that they may be puni(h'd 


when they tranſgreſs the Laws, 


Il, This Miniſterial governing Power in the Church, the Lord hath not 
committed toall the Members, nor to all the Males thereof : But hath made + 


eu wig diſtintion between Rulers and Ruled, -ir- the Scriptures'mentioned 
alICadys | TED | 


- 


12h. The Lord hath equally intrufted all his Servants the Miniſters, not on- 
ly with the-power of diſpenſing the Word, and Sacraments, but alſo with the 


power of Governing the Church « Which by his appointment, and according 
on er nl 


(5) 


to thepraRiice of the firſt and beſt Ages of the Churches ought to be, and way: 


done in common by Miniſters ating in Parity, and not by a fingle Prelat fer 


over the reſt, This is acknowledged by molt, and the moſt eminent of our 


Prelatick Brethren:And muſt be ſo by all of them who do not plead for a Divine 


Right of Epiſcopacie. Beſides that, neitner Names, DireQions, or Reptoofs. 


given to Church-Guides in Scripture, do import any ſuch imparity of Power, 
noris there any footſtep of the exerciſe of tinScripture; to infer this diſpari- 
ty of Power from that of the Apoſtles, is molt inconſequential » They being. 


Univerſal, Extraordinary, Unfixei4 and Temporary Officers ; whom the Lord 
Immediatly call:d,and abrogated their Office with their Death ; in that he nei=. 
rher called others to ſucceed in thatePower, nor gave any hint that it ſhould: 
be done by the Church. It is as if one ſhouldfay, the Church was once govern- 


ed Monarchically by a viſible Head (vis. while Chriſt was on earth ) ergo, 
It ſhould beſoſti]l : Which no Proteſtant will averr, The Argument in T- 
mothie and Titus is of the ſame Kidney, they being extraordinary and unfixed 


Officers, and ſo no precedent for after times. Neither can any Argument be 
drawn from the Angels of the Churches, words not being often uſed properly: 


in that myſtical Book ; and we knpw that-Theologia Symbolica noneſt Arguinen 
fativa, Befidesthat the Angel of Thyatira-was certainly a Community, . being 
!poken to in the Plural Number, Rev. 2.24. rTuiy #iaiyo,nm aumors by 


13 There being no diſparity of power amongſt Miniſters, by Chriſt's grant 
of power to them : No mancan make this Diſparity by ſetting One over the 
Reſt : Neither can they devolve their power on One of themſelves, For 
Chriſt hath given no ſuch watrant to Men to diſpole of His Ordinance as they 
ſee fit, And power being delegated to them by him, they cannor ſo commir 


It to another to exerciſe it for them, as to deprive themſelves of it, Alſo, 


' it being not a Licenſeonly, but a Tru#, of whigh they muſt give an account, 
_ they muſt perform the work. by them(2lves, as they will be anſwerable, But 
we muſt contract, not being now diſputing, but aſſerting what we ſhall be rea. 


dv todefend as occaſion ſhall be offered, 


14 We aflert Presbyterial Government to be ſo of Divine Right as We 
can make no compoſition with men about ir, though nune ſhall be more con». 
deſcending toithem that are otherwiſe minded in what is conſiſtant with Truth 
and neceſlary Duty than we, Yet it is not alike ſo in all the parts of it. For- 
ſome parts of itare of Chriſt's inſtitution, as the officers of the Church, the: 
1.aws, and Cenſures of it. And others of the Dictars of natural Reaſon, 


( which'is alſo'a Beam of Divine-Light) as that there be a Government and 


; meeting- for managing of it , . that oneprefide in them, tharlefler and greater 
parts of the Church had their meetings, as Congregational, Claſſical, Pro- 
vincial, and National Aſſemblies, for Government, that there be a ſubors: 
dination and appeals amongſt theſe, To require poſitive aſſertions of Scrip- 

: ure, - warranting everyone of theſe, (though there want not Scripture ex-- 

 ampies aad other hints to countenance leverals ot them ) is as unreaſonable 4 g 
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if we ſhould be called to bring a Text to prove, that we {hculd come in to the 
publick aſſemblies-cloathed and not naked :: -In an uſual and not in an antiquar 
Gatb, : 
15 Whether the Moderator, ot tipoc05 of ruling Church meetings ſhould con- 
tinue for one or more Diets,or for how long a time, is not determined by any in= 
ſtitution of Chciſt, nor by any general dictare of natural Light-: Yer we judge 
2 conſtant Moderator, highly inconvenient, and by all means to be ſhunned - 
For if he be impoſed on the meeting, it is an encroachment on their intrinfick 
power of governing themſelves in ſuch things as are peculiar to them, And 


- though choſen by themſelves, fatal z and conftant examples together with 


the inclinations of men to uſurpation, do ſhew it to have ſo violent tendency to 
Lordly Prelacy, as rarely doeth it fail of the bad efteas, nor can be expeaed 


not to Iſſue in it, 


We maintain that noChutch Judicature ought to cognoſceof Aﬀairs of State, 
nor of Mens civil Rights, or Intereſts, except their advice ſhould be ſought 
by the Magiſtrat concerning Sin or Duty in any ſuch matter : As it the thing 


be maniteſtly Scandalous, and evidently dangerous to the intereſt of Religion, 


and the Souls of Men, Neither do they infli any puniſhment ſave Spiritual 
Cenſures, Their work is to enquire into, and declare controverted Truths ; 
to cenſure Scandalous Sinners - to try and ordain Miniſters: to abſolve the 
peaitent by applying the comforts of the Goſpel to chem, and ſuch like - 
Wherefore there is no Ground of Fear that they ſhould Claſh, or Cope with 
Magiſtrat , unlefs they go beyond their line 5 in. which caſe they fall under 
the Magiſtrats coercive power, | PRES 

16 Th- wa: how men come into any office or power in the Church, isby 
EleRion of the people, which defigneth the Perſon (in which Election as in 
other things they are to be under the Condu& and Regulation of the Church 
Guides , and ordinatian, by laying on of the hands of the Presbytery, which 
15 the mean of communicating anthority to him: and the former ot theſe ought 
to preceed the latter: 'Fot we find no warrand for a Minierium Yagum in the 


_ Church, ſeeing even in times of preat trouble nd Perſecution we read of none 


ordained by thc Apoſtles, but «ar? Exxanrer and rape mehy With the ſuffrages of 

the People, | LE CL 
17 Though ſuperintendency, that is a power of inſpetiondelegated from 
the Church to one, uſed in caſe of neceſſity when a qualified Miniſter could 
hardly be had in a Province - he might tor a time be appointed to overſee 
them who coul1 do little more than read the word publickly, that is no war- 
rant for bringing qualified Miniſters under that ſubjeRion- in a conſtituted. 
Church, where there are ( through the mercy of God ) competent number 

of Miniſters, . PS 
If our Principles be rightly underſtood, we confidently hope they will ſucgeſt 
Sounds of anſwer for moſt of the objeftions made againſt us, ro the minds of 
| the 


| (8) 
the intelligent and unbyaſſed : Yet we ſhall endeavour to afford ſome {arth 
light this way allo, 


byterial Church Government is inconfiſtant wich Civi] Government, CA »ſw, 
1, A ſimple denial is enough to ſtop the mouth of ſuch bold Aſſerters: Nei 
ther hath the World yet ſeen any ropick ( except Calumnies } whereby this 
could be pretended to be proved, 2, Experience proveth the contrary, Civil 
Government1s advantageouſly mannaged 1a ſeveral of the moſt eminent of the 


reformed Churches, w.th that diſcipline of Chriſt's Houſe that we plead for 


And our own land is a confounding inſtance that might - ſtop the mouth of 
Impudence it {cif , wherein Presbytery commenced with the Reformation from 
Pupery, and continued with much Peace, till ambitious Men, by labouring: to 
unſettleir, did diſturb, and at laſt overturn the State, 
dy ſhewed how we give to Ceſar that which is Ce/ars, and to God that which 
is Gods neither can our Adyerſatie make any Power appear to be due to the 
Magiſtrat , but what we allow Him : Indeed Eraſtians do require for- the Ma« 
giſtrat ſome Powerthat the Presbyrterians cannot approve of'- Bur this is not 
peculiar to us, but common co all thar affert a Government in the Church dis 
ſtint from that of the State. Which is che principle of Papiſis, Prelatiſte, 
(that are only ſuch) and ſndependenss, as well as it is ours, . 4, Our obedience 
to Magiſtrats inall their Lawtul commands, and our peaceful ſufferings of un- 


juſt violence are notour to all:that-can behold us with an unprejudiced Eye, | 


And if inſtances can be given to the contrary, the diſfoyalty of ſome. is not v6 
be.imputed co all; (for what party of men:hath not afforded ſich inſtances) 
and where the peace was broken by Men of ourway ( which were but a few) 
it was the fruit of (uch-in{upportable Severities and Hardſhips, as even they 


could not have born, who blame others for that praRiſe.: As late Inſtances do 


maie manifeſt, 5 | 


2. It is next objeRed that Presbytery and Monarchy-are inconſiſtane, "No 


Biſbop, no King; at leaſt it is not ſo adapred ro Monarchy as Prelacy is, 'ahd 
the Government of the Church ſhould be ſo moulded as it may beſt (ute that of 
the Statee Azſw, 1, The falſhood of the Afﬀertion and Maxim, is evident 


from what hath been faid : Presbytery and Monarchy have well confiſted 


in our own Land,and in France: 2 None maintain moreloyal Principles towards 


Kings than Presbyterians do, who think themſelves oblidged totear God and 
Honour the King, and wete alwayes ready to obey him in the Lord, Tis trusd 


they cannotgive him Unlimited Obedience : But this is notas they are Pfesby-. 4 


rerians, bur as they are men of Conſcience, and will obey God rather than 


Man, which 1 hope the ObjeRers will not ſay is peculiar to Presbyterians; If . ? 
they do, and plead for the publick Conſcience (as ſome of them have done) 
to the laying alide the uſe of particular Conſciences in che actions that-are , 
Which is to introduce praRical Atheiim ) They do aot hurt "7 8 
| CaUule FF 


moral , 


3, We have alrea- ' 


" 
I, Itis objected (or rather we are reproached with ) by ſome, that Pres. 


eauſe,but their own; 37: Our praftice | hath alſo been Loyal in abhorriog the 
4 Murder ot King ©herles the firſt, and in contributing the moſt effeual en- 


ſuch before. all, we do-not puniſh them in their Badies or Piirks3 'arid/ oxy 


| Party have no cauſe in their Glorying over us in this. 2. Church Governmeſt 
*doth, not require any great degree of politick Accompliſhment: A plain Mw. 


To 
ſtriQneſs falleth very far ſhort of that of the primitiverimes; as every one whit 
hath read any thing of the Hiftory of the ancient Church kioweth; ' both! 
their Catechumeni were detained from Church priviledges; and their Pewiterty. | 
put to long and hard Perrarce, at another rate then any thing that we do; ' 
3. Wherein lyeth the Rigidity of Our diſcipline ? Do not our Miniſters degj? 
with them who fall into ſcandalous fins, with all Meekneſs and Tendernef!' 
admoniſhing them, Jaying before them the Evil and Danger of their way. | 
the neceſſity of Repentance, the hope of Mercy through 'Chrif that there is. | 
to the penitent. It is our way, even where the Sinner is moſt obſtinate and_ 
rejeceth all advice, to wait for many weeks, before we proceed to Excom- 
munication, that, that dreadful Sentence, if poſſible, may be prevented. We 
give publick Admonition three ſeveral Lords dayes, and ſometimes oftenex 
We pour. out Prayers to God, not only in ſecret, but with the Congregatidi” j 
as longy that the Sinner may. be turned from his evil' way 3 And after all thi | 
we to wait Patiently for the Mans Repentance: If he appear Penitent, the 
Sentence doth not paſs againſt himz- and after Sentence is paſt upon the batd- 
ned Sinner, if afterward heſhew any figns of Repentance, how readily i he- 
received into the Church again, and we chearfully confirm our love to Him, 
And where Church Cenſures are uſed, it is not for Worldly ' matters (na 
paying Church dyes, as 1s the praftice of ſome others) not for ſmall offence, j 
but for Groſs and ſcandalous Sins. 4. For their ſeveritie toward ſuth. as diſt 
from them in Pr inciples, 'they think 3t their Datry fot to bear them that are- 
Evil, and to try them that ſay they are Apoſtles, and are not 3, They have x 
zeal againſt Erroiir, Diſorders and UluFpations in the Church, and eannot 
underſtand how they wbo do not owne PreshyterialGovernmeat, ſhould be the. | 
mannagers. of it: Yet car uſe that Moſeration (and reſolve to do ſo when op. 
portunity-ſhall be put in- their. barid Y as not.tcodeny Church Communion:ty 
any ſober and Keligious Perſon, though. of a contrary ſentiment to them, in 
theſe inferior points of Truth, pes 
5ly, Another Objection, is from the Indifcretion.of the preſent Miniſter: 
of this way : Their want of that Lxarning, Prudence, and other good parts thi, 
may fit. them to mannage ſo great a Truſt,as is the Government of the Church, 
Anſw.We know. thele are the diminutive thoughts that our adverſaries haveol 
us : And we have not fuch high thoughts of our ſelves,as ro magnifie our ſelves: | 
We have cauſe tobe humbled, ( as we hope we are, in ſome meaſure ) for.out 
1mperfections, bothin Gifts, and Grace : Yet we may, and muſt ( being thw, 
put to it )lay,that there want not men amongſt us, who fall notſhort in Miniſte- 
rial Qualifications, of them who Have lately had the Rule of the Church ; and. 
for the generality of us, it is the Opinion of the World, and of unbyaſſed_ 
men (yea, even of ſome, that are not of our way) that theſe of the oth | 
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© 10 underftandeth the Laws ofChrift, and tl 
oe to Govern the Church,thana great Statesman is. 3, Any Indife 
reti ®) 
ao rigor want of Liberty topovernthe Church:Everyone f among Mini- 
ſters and People ) did what was rightin his own Eyes, and-we do not deny, but 
thereare ſome Indiſcreet perſons amotgus,as there are in all parties: And even 
wiſe Men in our Circumſtances, rould not ſhun ſome adts that might ſeem In. 
diſcreet, either to Adverſaries,or to leſs conſidering Perſons. 

613. The Diviſions of Prezbjterians are objeRted, Anſ.1. Where are theſenot to 
be found 3 neither Biſhop nor Pope have been able to keep them out of the 
Church, or from among their own Party, 2. Our Diviſions we do notdeny, 
or approve , WE are men of like Paſſions with othersz we labour to ſhun Di- 
viſions as much as is poſſible, and through Grace have come to more Unity than 
they who reproach us with our Diviſions, 3.The Diviſions that were among us, 
as we deny not that our Miftakes and Corruptions had a hand in them, ſo we 
know that enemies were ative to promote and heighten them: which though 
it excuſe not us4 #oto, yet it doth 4anto,and put our enemiesjn wala fide to re- 
proach us with theni, .4.The Unity that the Prelatick party made inthe Church, 
was like that of a conquering Tyrant,who beholdeth all that oppoſe him, ſlain 
before him; there was peace to the King and Hamar, when there was none to 
the people of God the Unity of ſome, is a combination in error, and the reſult 
of a Conqueſt over mens Conſciences , that now dare not matter againſt the 
Laſts of their Impoſing Task- maſters - we think contendifig about Truth,more 
defirable than fixch peace-It is known that our Church enjoyed fuck Unity for 
many years after the Reformation,as was Celebrated by Churches abroad, asis e- 
vident from the Preface to Corpus Confeſſronum,till ambitious trven begii 
ble her with theirInnovatlonsandUfurpations,and ſowere the cauſe 

7. Many obje, that if Preibyteriany get Power, they will force'allt6 
publick Repentance who have owned Biſhops, taken theTes?,: ot other 
that they diſlike. Af. Our Principle is', that pabtick Sexaddls oupht 
to be publickly rebuked 3 yet there are Caſes in which the ftrinefs of Dif 
cipline in this matter, may and muſt be relaxed - I thall name.two. 1. hen 


T 


the matter of: Offence is 'controverted, -and the finfyl praftieeisfiont the miſe 
informationof the Conftience: where the matter is not ofth8&'hi Is 
rch- Dilci- 


and the'perfon appeareth Conſciencioully to foltbw Ris Light, Efiarch L 
pline may then be forborn. 2. Whenthe fault is univerſal, either the \ 


te, 


or the greater part, or agreat part of the Church is guilty + The rigour of 


Cenfure (that otherwiſe might be'due') is to be abated, even, the Primjrive 
Church,chough very ſeverein Diſcipline, ufed a*Sredr * tetanus hn rhis Cytt 
When many, of.moſt had feſlen in Perſecution, though the Critic was 6f che 
higheſt nature, even denyiug the Faith; ' A'general Hunillfation of the whole 
Church may bein ſtead. of particular application of Cenſures; I hope there is 
no cauſe of fear from Men of ſuch'moderate Principles, It inthis, or any thing 
23 - = elſe 
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d the Scripture Dire&ions concerning 


flate years hath appeared in oarConduR, mayand ſhould be im- 
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_—_— -*Ellc, we have been chargeable w) h Exceſs, (as whocan clear himſelf of 
blame ) I hope our riper Thoughts. Studies,and Sufferings, (by the Bleſſin:” 
of God on them. ) hath taught us, and will engage us to let our Moderation. 
be known. to all men; con{1dering that the Lord is at-hand : And though wy. 
have been ſeyerly Beaten by our Fellow Servants;yet we will ſtand in awe,anq \ 
be lothe that the Lord, when he cometh, ſhould find us ſo doing tothem, ' 
ly. Some Objet, Thatin this way, Miniſters many Domineer over Peg. | 
ple, even the greateſt Men, at their pleaſure. 4nſw. Beſide that they mug 
walk by the Rule ſet down inthe Word 3 andifthey exceed that bounds,they 
may be curbed by Superior Judicatories.: . Or if their Infolence amount xo the, 
diſturbing of the Peace, the Magiſtrat may reſtrain them : we ſay, beſide 
this, the Miniſters donothing alone, but with the peoples Repreſentative, 
the Elders, who may be of the Nobles, or any other Rank, as they are qua.. 
lified for that work,. and choſen to.it by the Church. : 
Some other Obje&ions are toſſed among Men that talk of theſe things, which da 
not ſo much concern Pres yterial Government in general,as ſome parts of it, or- 
things about it,that-are now in agitation. . The. 9th.ObjeQion then, may be fra. - 
med againſt the taking away the Eleftion of Miniſters by Patrons, viz, That if 
that be done, men. of Note, and Intereſt in Pariſhes may be over-ruled by the 
multitude. (which often is ignorant and heady) and have Miniſters impoſed on : 
tzem,  Anſw, 1 That Patronages are an intollerable Grievance, and yoke of . 
Bondage on theChurch,and have always beenthe cauſe of peftering theChurch . 
with a bad Miniſtry: and a temptation to Intrants to pleaſe the Patron (farther . 
than to his Edification )) © rather than ro pleaſe God - Belide the Simoniacal, 
buyiags: ſelling of Goſpel Ordinances,that frequently,8 1n all times bave attend-.. - | 
ed this Device of Men ; But (which is worſt of all) thatit is a dire& crofſing;. - } 
Chrift's Inftitution,anda robbing his people of the priviledge. he hath bequea-.' | 
theg.to them - Theſe things, .I ſay, are, full provedelſewhere,- And there- |} 
fore, if it be ſuppoſed that the Inconvenieace mentioned ſhould follow from . - || 
taking away ot patronages, .yet it will nat ( I hope ) move them. who regard . -- 
Chriſt's Inſtitutions z or the gaod. of his Church, the Salvation, and Edifica- ., || 
tion of Souls,. to be for their continuance, 2 The ſame inconvenience was apt . 
to follew on popular EleRion in other Ages of the Church , and yer in the A- 
poltles times, . and.in the firſt and beſt Ages, till che ſeventh or eight Century, . 
or*latter,patronages were not. ſettled in the Church , they came in among the -. 
lateſt Antichriſtian Corruptions and, Uſurpations; The primitive. Chriſtians .. 
were not ſo. tender of their Grandeur, and fuck priviledges as their rank in the | 
World gave them, norſo little tender of the Liberties ot che Church, and the . 
Intereſt of Chriltians,_ as. ſuch, . And 1. any ſuch pretenſions appeared to be . - 
owned by the Grandees of theſe. times, they mer with a ſevere Check, and. ./ 
that in leſſer matters than acclaiming a Power ot choofing. Miniſters for the - 4 
whole Church: as appeareth by the Apo#/ezs reproving the Diſtintion even -., * 
inthe Seats io their Aſſemblies, that was made berween the Man with the Gold . ; 
Og, Ring i *, 


ineandgay Cloathing and the Ma 4 va R 
nin WW | 
Jow great Men all due ReſpeR, but not > coenans the arecontent toals 
Chriſt's Legacy to his People. And therefore we hope That i we whar $ 
ling to ſubje& themſelves t9 the Laws of Chriſt will be _ 
equal Ground ( tho we be far irom aiming at the Levell! nagroge oY RG 00 
things.) with their poor Brethren in the Church, with if pn in 6thet 
viledges, which belong not to Men as Poor or Rich, as Gr OE 
they are Chriſt's Diſciples. 3. It is caretully to be Obſ Heer or ng ONE 8 
of a Miniſter is not to be left to the Management of th _ op der 4oqp erect 
the meaneſt adult male Member of the Church hath a Rich _— —— . 
= It 1s 7 + ang ba by the Elderſhip,and that under a ofche irs k 
ytery (and by the Presbytery where no congregati 101 the Pres» 
| Te i Toon yeomig to 

in the Paroch will be, if they be tolerabl lifie wi n 
take, ſuch an Office, and ry; « g's y qualified for, and will under. 

» | and ey have a ſpecial hand in the Election, : 
cannot complain of being impoſed upon : And the E 20 ection, and 
having an hand in the EleRion pop : ANETIC IIEERPI8 $0. CANCER (ro 
a Dhitnarch: or any way Hrderly, Awai7 Divilen ill oveke Elder: © | 
Judges of the difference berween the os = 10ns fall in, the Eldersare | 

_ fons on both Hands , and to ponder and wei h . l; _ 
Votes. They oughralſoto exclude from "_ \ p ky as to Number the 
arenor fixed Members of the congregation eb yo EleAions all ſuch as -' 
ſuffrages of them that are more fixed, and leſs on chin s. © more weight on the 8 

$ 7eris paribus. For though Chriſtianity maketh one : oatrje wire Linn 
Y \ maps, yet s fixed abode is needtull to make we a T7 _— | 
© | 8ivea ſhare 1n the priviledges of that particular Fl ne Bo 

; || api o tooy particular Flock. But how to limit this | 
| whe þ OUS be manifeſtly unhi 

| others are mariifeſtly fixed, 2s 2 ome be manifeſtly unfixed as ſervants ; and 

| long in thar places yer th ) wor inhabicants who are like to continue *- 
\-| by General Rules, = if ary e 2 middle fort who cannot be determined 
in eb; l left to the prud ny" X 
| lathis, Tf thefe thin hos a > prudence of the Church to judge 
: Miniſter obtruded gs be duely conſidered, Great Men need not fear having | 
_ | *eable ro CR FRI x POORLY it we add,that Men ot intereſt uſually / 
+ fn the tis thoſe that liye under them, or that do depend upor | 

| + 1a the times wherein Patronages were & depend upon them, - 

" and reſpeR found nocauſe _— away by Law,. Men of In. 

"F SPurch laid down ſuch dire&ions plain of being impoſed upon, bur the *. 

FTAſembly Augek, 4 ( as may be ſeen inthe Acts of the General 
ny Cape. 4- 2648, 5ef. 40. And the conſtane praRice of Fe ES 
© 1) Blog; give uch deference ty them, as they were Generally (ati ene Church 

-Jrewuon;: And they may ſtill b - wy Generally ſatisfied with the 

| Viips and Prebytries: y ſtill be perſwaded, that it will be the care of Z/der- - 

'F | Bra ytries:to donothing that they can Juſtly complain of. | i 

F cat 1t may be preſumed that no Miniſter ho 7 compigin of. Be- 

'F Tres : i h n Peace and Comfort, will enter I” met ri = a ke 

+ 4" y confidera : pods Means | e with the diltie 

i | RY rable PalC of the People, eithe| tor 'Numbex 'Or Quality. fi ÞM 
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be objected that there were great Diviſions and Tumults about EleQisns, j, / 


and about the Year. 1650, «Anſwer, 1. So there were in the primitive Chuzg. : 
which the Advocats for Patronages uſe as an Argument againſt our Opinion, 

and yet that Church did not think of ſuch a Remedy, as putring the EleQigh 

in the hand of one ſingle Perſon, nor of raking it trom the People, 2,- A+ 
the time mentioned there was a lamentable Schiſm in the Church about orb 
Matters ; and therefore it was no wonder it appeated in this Matter alſo;Þeoph 
were for chooſing Miniſters that were of the ſame Sencimenr with them, abou? 
the things then in Controverſie, and this Schiſm was Induſtriouſly Kept up 
and promoted by the Rulers,that then had enſlaved this Nation by futte gf 
Arms, and made uſe of ()ur Fations to wreath their Yoke on our Necks, fe 
is4 wide conſequence to inferr from this, that the priviledge of chooſing th 
own Paſtors ſhould alwiſe be taken from the People of God, 3, Whew, 
viſions appear in this matter, the controverfie is to be decided by the Selffhn: 
or Pres>ytery, Synod, or General Aﬀembliez And ifir Amount to the broth 
of the Peace, the Magiſtrat is to interpoſe his Authority: Theſe ate the 
proper remedies of ſuch diviſions,and not to deprive both parties of chat whith - 
is their Rightand Chriſts grant ro them, becauſe they caanot agree abouricÞ} | 
were a ſtrange way of compoſing Civil contendings about - Heya and Tuam!'s. 


that which they contend about ſhould be taken from both, and given to a hi 


[t q 
Perſon ; the berterway is, the Judge competent is to decide in favour of tif 
whois found to have thebeſt Right Cit Arbitrators cannot compromiſe 
matter ) So it is here, We 


Another Obj<aion (the 10) Is COncerning a queſtion that ariſeth fro ae B 


'S 
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preſene circumſtances of this Church, under which it is judged neceſſary, tit) 
the Government of the Church ſhould be in its firſt ſettlement in the hank W# 

Iy of them who are known to be truly Presbyterian« Before we confi 
what is objected againſt this, It, may be needful to lay down the caſe, and 
grounds of the neceſlity of what we defire, reſulting from it, It is then'toW 
conſidered, That the' Church of Scotland hath almoſt ever been Presbyte bo 

It received that Government with Chriſtianity, and retained it while the 
tichriſtian Dofrine and Government prevailed in other parts; as hath'bW 
of late made appear. And after it had been overrun by Popery, it wit] 
formed by Presbyters; and thatGovernment as itis founded on Scriptut 


' it hath continued in this Church ever fince the Reformation, ſave that itHall 


ſome ſhort interruption, which did always breed diſquiet in the minds 
People, and troubles in the Nation, and ſufferings to ſome of the moſt ſol 
and beſt of the Miniſters and People: -And when in the Year 1662, That 
vernment was ſuppreſſed, and Prelacy ſet up by an AR of Parliament 3 tf 
deed was never. conſented to by the National Church, but Presbytery,as it kj 
been ſettled by the Authority of the Church and State, ſo continued, and df 
continue ſettled by the Authority of the Church : Whence it may ration 
be Deduced, that the Miniſters that entred by and under Prelacy, neither WM 
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© norhave any Right tobeRulersin the Preſbyterian Church ; they having had 


prelacy in the Church, or ſomething in ſtead of it, or ſome way that is incon- 


rity, leaſt they ſhould ſtand in the way of their Defigns. 


. dath barr their Exerciſe of ſuch power in - the preſent junRure, Mean while. 


_decry'd; thats few ſhould bave. Rule of the Churches, and the reſt excluded, . 


no Call nor Authority given them from her (whatcver they might have in a- 
other Church that the State ſer up in the Nation belide the Church thatthen | 
was in beeing, from which a great Body of Miniſters and People did diflent, 
whichAuthority they were never ſuffered to exerciſe even in their ownChurch,) 
It is alſo to be conſidered, that on this happy Revolution the King and Par- | 
liament have been pleaſed to aboliſh Prelacy, and have declared their Reſo- 
lution by their Authority to ſettle Presbyterian Government, From this it 
tolloweth, that the Prelatick Clergy ſhould not be admitted to a ſhare in this 
Government - Except ſuch of them as ſhall by -the Presbyterian Church be 
found qualified for the Miniſtry, and ſuch from whom there is no hazard of 0+ 
verturning that Government that now is intended to be eſtabliſhed : For they 
being more innumber than the Presb;teriaps, is it to be imagined that Presby- 


| gg, 
teria Government can be ſafe in their Hands, or that they will not ere& a 


{iſtant with. Presbytery in tits purity? And there being many among them 
known to be Inſufficient, Scandalous, or erroneous, it is not poſſible. that the 
Church can be purged of ſuch, if they have the Goverament, but rather there 
isag hazard that the beſt Men ſhould becaſt out, and chat by Charch Autho- 
W herefore as they 
have no- juſt Right to ſuch power, ſo Neceſhty (which quicquid coegit,defendit) 


Presbyterians do declare, - that they do nor deſire that all. theſe Men ſhiuldt e 
reſtrained from the parochial <xerciſe of their Miniſtry, And that who eyer 
among them ( as ſoon as the Church canbe in cafe to. purge her ſelt ) is not | 
oved ta be Intafficient, Scandalous, Erroneous, orextremly negligent, ſhall | 
br cordially received into Her Soctety,and havye the full i: xergiſe of their Mis 
niſtry ; and that where uncontroverred Scandals cannot. be - charged on” 
them, none (hal! be dealt wich as Scandalous, becauſe of their having had a: 
Hand in this lite pablick DeteQion, _ ; Do 
* Fheic things thus laid dow, ket us hear what & ovje3ed againſt this courſe, 
1f, This i to ſet. up Prelacy among Miniſters, even while it is ſo muck 


Anſw. Ii is no Prelacy, . but. a making. diftinftion between Miniſters of 'one 
Society, and theſe of another : Though they be Miniſters, they are not Mini- 
ters of the Presbyterian Church, they have deported from it z WEhave conti- 
nued 1n the good old way 1hat they and we profciſed': It is not then unrea-. 
ſonable, that if they wii return to that Society, they ſhould be admitted by 
It, and not b: [mpoſed onir, to overturn it, At the Reformation from Poperyy 
was1t a Prelacy in the f:w Proteſtant M1 miſters, that thi y «were not willing to 
let the Popiſh Prieſts govern the Church?Or did Netemiab and the Jews pretend = 
to any power over Tobiah, Sanballat, and their party, ;that they would not ' 1 
luffer thera to-build with them 2 - Pardon theſe Compariſons, they are not in-  : * | 
| renged © _ "if 
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['-. _-tended'to parallel our Burthen with either. oF thefe. ſorts of Men,: excan 
this, that they are not of the Presbjterian Church, more than thoſe others'$ 
of the Proteſtant, or Few.(b Church ; and that there is hazard from them toy 
way, as well as there was from the other to their wayes. - 

'0bj. 2. By this means the leſſer party in-the Chartch of Scotland ſhall exclif 
the greater from the Government. Azſ. This is not abſurd, where the gig 
er party have left the Church they were ofy and theleſſer had abode in ts 
rather - are left as the conſtituent Members of it: And when the greater pay 
hath ſet up another frame ofa Church, which they are now forced to-pf 
with, when they would'returntothe former way, they cannot Incorpayy 
again with them who abodeinit, without their Conſent; eſpecially wherel 
conſent is ready to be given'on any tollerable Security for the way that theh 
ſer.party doth owne , and the other departed from. RE Fo gs N 

_ Obj. 3. What warrant is therefor leaving to theſe men the Parochial exerg 

| of their Miniſtry, and tO deprive them of the other part of it, ſeeing the k 
efciſe of the Miniſtry in Teaching and Ruling is Quid [zdiviſum. + Anſc Thy 
are two Reaſons for this; one isthe neceſſity ot the Church, which for ſy 
a critical interim as our lot is fallen into,may warrant that, which out of ſuch 
exigence, and for a conſtant continuance in the Church wereunwarrantab| 

tis neceſſary on the one hand, thatthe Pariſhes be not deprived of their Iz 
bours, leaſt a great part ofthe Countrey ſhould be deſtitute of all Goſpel Oj 
dinances « It 1s as neceſſary on the- other hand.” that they-haye not Ruli 


> 
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Power in the Church with the 'Þrerbyteriaus, left that Government whict 
Chriſt bathinſtituted, and which-is now defigned to be Settled, be over-turneq 
And we know, that many-things ally bedonein turbato Statu Eccleſse, (ſay 
ot 


as we now.arein) which ought riot to be allowed in paccato Eccleſie Stak 
Another reaſon. is, we do neither deny- their Teaching, nor their Ralig 
Power - Yet Teaching being common to.the one.Church way with the athi 
we may well allow to them the exerciſe of that among us, while Ruling bei 
different in their way and ours, and the Principle that they. hold in it being 
verfiveof our way, it isrational to deny them a ſhare among us. Nat td 
fiſt on further Objections, whatever inconveniences may ſeem to follo 
thisxcondut, may be anſwered by the force of Neceſlity already heldfarthys 

obyiated by the ſpeedy ſettling the Church upon its right Baſis, 4-43 " Ft 
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